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News from WABCG             January 2019 

Editorial 

Although markets are as depressed, early 2019, as they 
were early 2018, analysts are beginning to consider that 
the worst is behind us. For this New Year, I wish for us all 
that they are right, and that we will begin to go back into 
a more optimistic trend for the following year... 

This will be my wish, for you all, in 
2019: to keep our faith in the future, 
to be optimistic!  

We must not forget that world 
consumption will increase, as it did in 
the past. Who remembers that we 
consumed only 100 Mt in early 1990, 
and that we, growers, are now able 

to provide almost 200 Mt (not including ethanol!)? We 
were able to respond to this increasi  ng demand, and we 
can be proud of it!  

And over the coming years, we will continue to do so! 
Because world consumers will need 240 Mt of sugar early 
2030… And here again, this is not including ethanol. What 
a challenge, to find a new place able to produce the same 
amount of sugar as the whole of Brazil in just 10 years!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will succeed in doing so, because this is what we have 
always done, as growers: to take the best from our land, 
from our climate, in order to provide food and energy. 
What a wonderful challenge!  

So, for 2019, let us keep this in mind: even if we 
sometimes have the feeling that the road is full of 
obstacles, we must keep on being optimistic and proud to 
do what we do: feeding people with our land. 

2019 has already begun well for WABCG, with a new 
member joining our association, from India. Indeed, as 
from this month, the Vasantdada Sugar Institute, is an 
‘Observer’ member of WABCG, which now has 36 
members, from 34 countries!  

I wish you all a very Happy New Year! 

 

Jean-Pierre Dubray, President WABCG 
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News from France 
Last year was a difficult one for sugar beet growers in 
France. The campaign will be finished within few days, 
but yields are already announced to be disappointing 
(83 t/ha, compared to 96 t/ha last year). The sugar price 
in Europe is at a lowest: 307 €/t ex-factory in the area 
which includes France, according to the Commission, 
thus 25 % below the usual threshold (404 €/t). The 
pressure regarding Plant Protection Products is still at a 
highest, and the next sowing, in March, will be carried 
out without coated protection against aphids (which 
inoculate yellow viruses), causing a new stress for 
growers. With this in mind, French sugar beet acreage 
is expected to decrease 
by around 5 to 15 % in 
France for next year.  

But we still believe 
sugar beet has a bright 
future in France. Our 
association (CGB) held 
its General Assembly a 
few days ago, and we 
had the opportunity to 
explain, and develop, 
our new roadmap for 
the coming years. 

First, we want to give tools for the French sugar sector 
to be one of the most responsive to market signals. This 
cannot be done without a renewal of the contractual 
link between growers and factories, which was 
weakened with the end of the quota regime. An 
indexation of sugar beet prices to futures could be a 
first step to adjust acreage with market opportunities, 
and we will work on that in the coming months. 

Second, we consider the sugar market to be far too 
volatile to be managed without a guardrail. This is the 
reason why we want to develop risk management tools, 
including mutual funds and private insurance schemes. 
This can also be done by developing bioethanol. On this 
point, 2018 was a positive year: E10 (gasoline with 10 
% ethanol) became the 1st gasoline sold in France, and 

E85 (gasoline with 85% ethanol) increased by 50 %. We 
need to consolidate this. 

And third, we need to promote science-based decisions 
at all levels. Regarding plant protection products or 
new breeding techniques, agriculture can bring new 
solutions regarding climate change if we bring science 
back in the game!  

With this project in mind, we will be able to make the 
end of the European quota regime a success story. This 
is a necessity, if we want our growers to remain 
confident with politicians and with the European 
cohesion. The recent social tensions in France, which 
you may have heard about, convince me that we have 
to succeed in this goal, and that this will be done by a 
commitment to listen to each other, inside and outside 
the sugar sector, without ideology. 

 

Eric Lainé, President 
Confédération Générale des planteurs de Betteraves (CGB), France  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

3 
 

 

News from Morocco 
 

The Moroccan sugar sector holds a strategic place in the 
country's economy. The sector has benefited for 
important investment that has led, in an integrated 
framework, to the development of the local sugar 
production, currently covering about 50% of the country's 
needs. With its potential, the Moroccan sugar sector 
generates 1,500 direct and 3,000 indirect jobs, 5 million 
working days per year in agricultural activity and provides 
income for 80,000 sugar beet and sugar cane growers.  

On the agricultural side, Morocco is one of the few 
countries that produces sugar from sugar beet and sugar 
cane, in addition to the refining. The agricultural areas of 
sugar beet and sugar cane represent respectively 60,000 
ha and 20,000 ha and it involves 80,000 farmers in 5 
irrigated areas: Doukkala, Tadla, Gharb, Loukkos and 
Moulouya. Annual production is around 4 million tons of 
sugar beet and nearly 1 million ton of sugar cane. The 
sector has benefited from an important investment 
program of nearly 1 billion $USD for technological 
upgrades and capacity increase. Industrial processing is 
carried in 8 industrial units grouped together with a daily 
processing capacity of 43,000 tons of sugar beet and 7,000 
tons of sugar cane per day. These industrial infrastructures 
produce about 600,000 tons of white sugar from sugar 
plants covering about 50% of the country's national needs. 
The overall production capacity including the refining 
activity is 1.65 million tons, which exceeds the national 
needs of 1.2 million tons and exports refined white sugar 
to over 40 countries in the world. 

The performance achieved by the sugar sector shows the 
results of the efforts made by all the stakeholders of the 
sector, particularly in terms of R&D for the development 
of the technical management of sugar crops. In fact, the 
sugar yield of sugar beet has progressed from 7.5 t/ha to 
12 t/ha and for sugar cane, the sugar yield has reached 9 
t/ha. The mechanization of sugar crops has boosted the 
performance: the generalization of mechanical seeding, a 
rate of 75% for hoeing and mechanical treatment and 50% 
for mechanical harvesting. 

In order to strengthen the consultation and coordination 
framework, to increase national productivity and ensure 
the sustainability of this activity, the sugar sector has 
implemented major regulatory and organizational 
reforms. In June 2007, by creating of the Moroccan 
Interprofessional Federation of Sugar (FIMASUCRE), which 
became a model for the development of the agricultural 

interprofessions within the Green Morocco Plan, it is 
became the first agricultural interprofession to obtain 
official recognition of the government. It brings together 
all the players of the agricultural and industrial sugar 
sector, namely the Professional Sugar Association (APS), 
which represents the four sugar companies of the 
COSUMAR Group, as well as the National Union of 
Regional Associations of Sugar Producers (UNAPPSM) 
which represents the Regional Associations of Sugar 
Producers in the five irrigated regions. 

The sector follows a sustainable societal responsibility 
approach that creates values for the ecosystem with the 
3P concept, namely "People, Planet, Prosperity". This 
triptych calls for all actions 
to be dedicated to all 
stakeholders and for all 
activities in the sector to be 
conducted with a low 
impact on the 
environment. Finally, the 
creation and distribution of 
wealth must be in line with 
the CSR commitment of 
the sugar industry. All 
investments are aimed at 
safeguarding the 
environment, reducing 
energy consumption and saving water, which has reduced 
the carbon footprint of the industry by 44% in ten years. 

In the quest for innovation and modernization of its 
agricultural activity, FIMASUCRE has started since the 
beginning of October 2017 
a new Information System 
called "ATTAISSIR". It is a 
harmonized, integrated and 
evolving Information 
System that covers all 
agricultural upstream business processes.  

This new Information System launched in June 2018 
makes it possible to strengthen agronomic monitoring by 
the agricultural 
advisors of 80 
000 farmers, to 
modernize the 
monitoring of 
the upstream 
agricultural 
performance 
through a 
complete digitization of the relationship with the 80 000 
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farmers and geo-tracking of the activities in the fields. This 
system provides integrated support for the following main 
activities: 

 Technical and agronomic supervision of farmers,  
 Geo-tracking in the fields,   
 Planning and monitoring of production from 

sowing to harvest and transport to sugar 
factories, 

 Continuous management of agricultural inputs 
distribution centers and agricultural services 
providers working for farmers. 

 

It should be noted that since the implementation of this 
Information System, the farmers have strongly adhered to 
this new digital system, which will certainly contribute to 
the continuous improvement of the performance of 
upstream agricultural of the Moroccan sugar sector. 

 
Abdelhamid CHAFAI EL ALAOUI, General Director  

Fimasucre (interbranch organization), Morocco 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join us at International Sugar Conference 

27-28 February 2019, Casablanca 
http://cismorocco.ma/en 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional 
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 36 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar 
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production. 

 
www.wabcg.org  

 
 

Latest studies made by WABCG  
are available upon request. 

 
 

The Indian Sugar sector: many challenges! 
(Dec. 2018) 

 

 
 
 

How is the transparency assessment of the 
value of sugar beet and sugar cane 

delivered by growers around the world 
guaranteed? 
(Nov. 2018) 

 


